
Literacy Ministry Book Discussion 
Saturday, June 27, 2015         

9:00a.m. 

The Excel staff will make every effort to see that information submitted by the deadline is published. 
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Kindergarten & 1st  Grade  

Mr. Lincoln’s Way 
By Patricia Polacco 

 
2nd & 3rd Grade  

Frederick Douglass- Fights for Freedom 
By Margaret Davidson 

 
4th - 6th Grades 

 Harlem Summer  
By Walt Dean Myers 

 
7th - 8th Grades 

Ninth Ward 
 By Jewell Parker Rhodes 

 
9th Grade -  College 

The Cruisers   
By Walt Dean Myers 

 
Adults 

We Call Our Daddy “MISTER”   
By James E. Schell 
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FBC mission:  To win the lost to Christ through preaching, teaching, worship  and fellowship 

God has brought us from a mighty long way.  He sure has been good to us.  I am talk-
ing in general about the journey of life and in particular about the three (3) decades 
that he has been with me in the ministry assignment at First Baptist Church Fannin 
Street.  As I look forward to the completion of my first year in the forth decade of ser-
vice, I am filled with excitement.  I am rejoicing in anticipation of the new things that 
he has in store for us.  I know that he will move us further up in Kingdom building 
and in people development.  I am also praying that he will infuse us with a double 
portion of his spirit so that we will not grow weary in well doing. 

 In looking back over the years, I am encouraged by the hills he has brought us 
over and valleys that he has brought us through.  I am indeed blessed by the fact that 
I can assign to all of them those words found in the Bible, “and it came to pass.”   You 
see when trouble and confusion came to our mission field and we were somewhat 

stressed it came to pass.  When people did not understand what we were trying to do for the good of the Body 
it came to pass.  When we were faced with difficulties and limited supplies it came to pass.  In other words, the 
Lord made a way for us.  The Lord has been our fixer; the one who has been there to regulate all of the un-
manageable, uncontrollable, and wild situations.  Thank God for all that he has been, done, and continue to 
do for us. 

 I will continue to run for Jesus and pray that my running will not be in vain.  I am asking that you 
would keep on running with me.  Run FBC!  Run FBC!  Run FBC!  Love you like a rock! 

May God’s blessings be on you 

In everything you do 

In your going out and coming in, 

May His presence be with you 

For you have shown the way 

And taught many by God’s wisdom, 

On this Father’s Day, may the love you freely give 

Be return to you unconditionally. June 21, 2015 

From the Pastor’s Desk 



Tobias Mikel Anderson graduated from LaGrange High School on May 23, 2015. He plans to enlist in the 

United States Navy.  His expected leave date is August 18, 2015. Tobias is the son of Lakeisha Hardy and Raleigh An-

derson III. 

 

Jakevius Benjarvis Brownlee graduated from Callaway High School on May 23, 2015. He plans to attend 

Gordon State College to major in physical therapy/athletic training. His career goal is to work as a physical therapist in 

an athletic environment. Jakevius is the son of Benjamin and Jaquelyn Brownlee. 

 
Tiara Sade’ Burden graduated on May 1, 215 from Faulkner University with a Master’s degree in Counseling. She 

will be working on obtaining her license in counseling while working as a therapist in the mental health community. 

Tiara is the daughter of Randall and Varice Burden. 

 
Sydney Amanda Diane Dennis graduated from LaGrange High School on May 23, 2015. Her honors include 

receiving an academic letter. Sydney will be attending Albany State University to major in political science with a mi-

nor in business administration/marketing. Her career goal is to become a lawyer. Sydney is the daughter of Tara Milli-

gan and Derrick Dennis. 

 

Justin Dumas graduated from the University of Pikeville on May 16, 2015 with a Bachelor’s degree in 

Communications. Justin plans to work as a graduate assistant for the football team as he pursues his Master’s 

degree in Business. He is the son of Mary Williams and Jimmy Lewis Smith. 

 

Jorvunna Lorene Julia Freeman graduated from Callaway High School on May 23, 2015. She will be at-

tending Columbus State University to major in exercise science. Jorvunna is the daughter of Darion and Sabrina Free-

man. 

 

Minister Johnnie E. Freeman graduated May 16, 2015 from Apex School of Theology, Durham, N.C., with 

a Master of Divinity degree.  Minister Freeman received the President’s Honor recognition (highest honor) for her 

3.92 GPA. After graduation, she plans to complete the requirements for the Doctor of Ministry Degree at Apex School 

of Theology. Minister Freeman is married to Deacon Willie Freeman. 

 

Kadaysha Syntasha Lasha Hayes graduated May 22, 2015 from Troup High School.   She plans to enlist in 

the United States Army.  Her expected leave date is  June 8, 2015.  Kadaysha is the daughter of Tervena Stanford and   

Gregory Talley.      

 

Meagan Heard graduated from the University of West Georgia  on December 13, 2014 with a Bachelor’s 

degree in Business Management.  Meagan is currently enrolled in the Master’s Program at South University.  She is 

the daughter of Stanley and Valerie Heard. 

 

McKayla Tamara Owens graduated May 22, 2015 from Troup High School. McKayla received music honors, 

and she was a member of the Tri-M Music Honor Society. She plans to attend The Travel Academy in Eagar, MN to 

become a flight attendant. She also plans to enroll in Southern New Hampshire University to major in business admin-

istration/marketing with a minor in travel specialist/safety regulations. Her career goal is to become a successful travel 

specialist and business woman. McKayla is the daughter of Mary Owens and Dexter Owens. 

Congratulations to all FBC 2015 Graduates! 

 

Anderson Brownlee Burden Dumas Freeman Freeman Heard Hayes Owens Dennis 
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What an incredible week of Vacation Bible School!  90+ children and adults discovered the Bible’s meaning 

of love, especially in John 3:16, is not the "secondhand emotion" as sung by a famous R&B female artist, 

Tina Turner. Adults intentionally invested in children by teaching the essence of God’s love and helping 

them to understand that God’s love in them will help them show love for God, themselves and others.  The 

five Bible points for the week were:  

1. The Great Human Need (Luke 18:9-14; John 6:60-69) 

2. More Than Simple Affection (Ephesians 5:22-33) 

3. More Than Blood Relationships (Genesis 4:1-16; 27:1-41; 37:1-11) 

4. More Than Family Ties (Luke 15:11-24) 

5. Only God's Love Saves from Sin (Luke 15:21-32)  

Parents and guests were invited to attend the closing program which was  held on the last evening of VBS.  

The sanctuary was packed with children and adults adorned in red tie-dye shirts singing, clapping, speak-

ing, acting and praising God.  Everyone enjoyed hot dogs, chips, watermelon and drinks. 

Thank you to the volunteers for showing the love of Jesus and helping to make VBS such a success, to the 

children who attended and made the week so fun and amazing and to our church for believing in the future 

and what God is doing, and is going to do in our children.  Continue to share God’s love with those around 

you this summer! 

Page 7 Volume 12, Issue 5 



Youth Spotlight 

 Navy Demetrice Harris is the son of Vanessa 

and Kevin Graves.  He was born March 3, 2000.  The 

fifteen year old 10th grader attends Kendrick High 

School in Columbus, GA.  While attending high 

school, Navy enjoys playing football. 

 Navy has been a member of First Baptist 

Church for nine years.  He accepted Christ into his 

life in 2006 at the age of six.   Navy is an active teen 

at FBC.  He is a member of the Male Ushers, Literacy 

Ministry, Sunday School, LEAP and serves on the 

youth pulpit ministry.  Navy acknowledges that God 

has given him the spiritual gift of helps.  He uses his 

gift in service, to benefit others by helping, giving and 

caring for them and to benefit and build up the body 

of Christ..  His favorite memory at First Baptist is 

marriage ceremony of his mom and dad which took 

place in Pastor Sams’ office.   

 Navy hopes that his recent recognition of 

Most Improved Defensive player will continue 

throughout his high school and college football years 

and grant him an opportunity to fulfill his lifelong 

dream of playing football in the NFL.  If Navy could 

travel anywhere in the world, he would totally love to 

take a trip to Paris.   

 Being a “neat-freak” is one thing many people 

don’t know about Navy.  Navy loves a clean place.  

He constantly makes sure everything is in perfect or-

der and doesn’t mind telling his mom and brother to 

pick up their things. 

Navy’s Favorites 

Food/Restaurant:   

Zaxby’s 

 

Hobbies:   

Playing football and working out 

 

TV Program:   

ESPN 
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Teresa Lynn McGhee retired from the Troup County School System on May 22, 2015 after 

completing 10 years of service.  Teresa worked as a Media Assistant at Franklin Forest Elementary 

School. She shared her most memorable thoughts from her tenure at Franklin Forest: “I loved see-

ing the smiles on the children’s faces and watching them challenge themselves to the highest ut-

most of their little lives. My parents would tell me to always put God first and that knowledge is 

power. They also would tell me to never let anyone tell you that you can’t do something, whatever 

you put your mind to, you can do it. They told me to keep reaching for my goal. So, I would always 

tell the children to always keep reading and that they can be whatever they want to be. I pray and 

hope that they remember just a little of what I have taught them.”  

She also wanted to thank June Nelson for showing her the right path when she was in her third grade class. She says she 

will never forget what she taught her. 

 

After retirement, Teresa says she is planning on working on “me.” She will also continue to care of her mother. 

Congratulations on Your Retirement!  

May You Be Abundantly Blessed During Your Next Season of Life! 

2015 FBC RETIREE 

Lana Williams, a sales associ-

ate for Citi-Trends, was recog-

nized in April as the Employee of 

the Month.  After four months of 

being employed with the retail 

fashion chain, Lana was noted for 

her positive interaction with the 

general public,  her ability to or-

ganize merchandise, endurance 

and stamina to work on foot for 

the entire duration of  shifts and other key responsi-

bilities she had to carry out. 

Congratulations on a Job Well Done! 

Lana Williams Earns   

Employee of  the Month Honors  Carmen Alexandria 

McGhee  was recognized dur-

ing her 8th Grade Honor’s Day 

Program on May 15, 2015 for 

having 9 years of perfect attend-

ance.  Carmen has never missed 

a day of school since starting  

Kindergarten.    

During the Honor’s Program, she also received  

awards for All A’s, the highest overall average in 

Language Arts  and recipient of the Dernell Renauld 

Stinson Foundation STEM (Science, technology, En-

gineering and Math) Award.   

Congratulations on You Achievements! 

9 Years of Perfect Attendance 
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1-5 VBS/Graduation  Reception 
14  Pastor’s Anniversary 10:00 & Dinner 
21 Father’s Day 
27      FBC Literacy Ministry Book Discussion 
28      Marriage Day 

CLOTHING DRIVE 



Celebrating  Years 
1984-2015 

 Sunday, June 14, 2015 at 10:00a.m. 

Guest Speaker: 

Dr. Derrick R. Rhodes 

Kelly Chapel United Methodist Church 
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How beautiful on the Mountains are the feet of those who bring 

Good News, who proclaim Salvation, and say…  

OUR GOD REIGNS! 

Isaiah 52:7 


